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Humans vs. Nature: a variety of perspectives

Grade 8
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Activity: The Animal Game 

Time: 2-3 hours

Background: There are many different versions of the animal game.  Use the one most familiar to you. (to properly cover the Humans vs Nature theme, Humans and Disease should be introduced towards  the end of the game.) Whichever version you choose ensure you do a good debrief at the end and focus on the theme “Humans vs. Nature”.   Ask the students questions such as: 

•What happened when Man and Disease was introduced?

•Why is man at the top of the food chain?  Has man always been at the top?

• This game is all about the animal food chain.  How have humans interfered with nature? (i.e. introducing foxes to kill the introduced rabbits in Australia)

Here are a few links to different versions of The Animal Game:

1.  Food Chain Game – Five Minute Field Trips: page 24
http://www.geoec.org/lessons/index.html
2.  The Food Chain Game URL: http://www.anapsid.org/pdf/foodchaingame.pdf.

Activity: Grizzly Bears Need Friends Too

Time: 1 – 2 hours

Instructions for the Teacher

This activity takes many of the concepts of humans vs nature and shows how they can be applied in a real-life scenrio.  In this simulation, students take on the role of town planners as they try to preserve wildlife corridors for animals such as the Grizzly bear in the face of rapid urban growth.

Grizzly Bears Need Friends Too Why the Y2Y page 30, URL: http://www.cpawscalgary.org/education/free-resources/why-y2y.html
Activity: Bears of Banff

Time: 30 minutes

Instructions for the Teacher

In this active simulation activity students assume the role of Grizzly bears as they try to survive and pass on their genes in Banff, Canada’s flagship national park – and find out how human activities can sometimes “get in the way” of a bear’s procreation plans.

Bears of Banff  Why the Y2Y page 30, URL: http://www.cpawscalgary.org/education/free-resources/why-y2y.html
Concluding Activity: Crows and Cranes (the true and false version)
Time: 15 minutes

Instructions for the Teacher:

This activity is a good assessment tool where you can observe what the students know and don’t know about the topic.

Five Minute Field Trips pg. 41 URL: http://www.geoec.org/lessons/index.html
Curriculum links for this unit:





Science Unit E: Freshwater and Saltwater Systems (Social and Environmental Emphasis)) 


4. Analyze human impacts on aquatic systems; and identify the roles of science and technology in addressing related questions, problems and issues





Science Unit B: Cells and Systems


1. Investigate living things; and identify and apply scientific ideas used to interpret their general structure, function and organization





Social Studies 


Topic A - Geography of Canada and the U.S.A.


Major inquiry: To what extent does physical environment influence a people’s way of life? 





New Social Studies Curriculum


8.1.1 appreciate the roles of time and geographic location in shaping a society’s worldview (C, I,  TCC)
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